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Reauieii)  or  "Easter  Weef?" 

Pray  every  man  in  hU  abode 

And  lot  the  cliiirch  bells  toll, 
For  those  tt-lio  <lid  not  know  ^he  road, 

But  only  mw  the  goal. 

Let  there  be  weeping  in  tlie  land, 

And  Charity  of  mind 
For  those  who  did  not  understand, 

Because  their  love  was  blind. 

T:    ir  errant  scheme  that  we  condemn, 

All  .perished  at  a  touch ; 
But  much  should  he  forgiven  th?m 

Because  they  loved  much. 

Let  no  harsh  tongue  applaud  their  fate, 

Or  their  dean  names  decry ; 
The  men  who  had  no  strength  to  wait, 

But  only  strengtli  to  die. 

Come  all  ye  to  their  requiem, 

Who  gave  all  men  can  give. 
And  be  ye  slow  to  follow  them, 

And  hasty  to  forgive. 

And  let  each  rnxn  in  his  abode. 
Pray  for  each  dead  man's  soul. 

Of  those  who  did  not  know  he  road, 
But  only  saw  the  goal. 

—Ireland,  AM'. 


•'WHO  \r.ms  TO  speak  of^ 

EASTEP  WEEK  ? " 

Wi'll  iiiifh  a  Ihi]i.1i-,.,I  ,v,.«rs  l.,.fnr<.  Patrick  U.  IVarsp  pul.lishcl 
throiisrii  tlieHtn'et.s()r  Diihlii,  lim  L.tuniis  I'rnclainatinn  as  !'ro.si,l,.nf 
01  In-  I  rovLsii.nal  (iovernnu'iit  of  Ih,.  Ii-isli  R.-piiblic,  .lolm  M;ir- 
Hal.-   attcrwanls   \ivlil.islinp  of  Tiiam.  \ss\wA  from  \\w  s,.,.liisii.M 

nr  .Miu-imoMi   (  oIIcj;,.  a  scries  of  rnoii tons  hMer^  to  tin-   Kiil-- 

lisli  r™pl|.  on  the  Stat,,  of  Ireland  ami  tlic  canscs  of  its  iliseontcnl. 

It  is  the  same  old  prolileni  t  lat  confronts  the  Rmpire  todav  — 
«hetlicr  luiKland  anil  Ireland  shall  go  on  liKlitinx  each  other  to 
ileath.  or  hml  some  rijrht  l>asis  of  reconciliation  and  mntnal  snn- 
j)ort,  ' 

The  cardinal  point  of  MacIIale's  natimnd  ;iiid  polith^l  creed 
was  this: 

"Sure  on  both  naitloiw  the  same  s'tr  tias  shone 
Joint  «re  their  fates,  their  destinies  are  one." 

Whatever,  .said  he,  may  Ix'  the  visions  of  some  romantic 
lovera  of  eonntr.v,  it  is  one  of  the  sonmlest  and  most  ineontest- 
ahle  ma.xims  of  political  seicnco,  that  there  are  some  coun- 
tries whose  fortunes  mii.st  ever  1)c  depi'ndcnt  on  the  destinies 
of  others.  This  principle  which  exnerieiK'e  has  eonflrmwl  in 
the  example  of  other  countries,  seems  peeuliarlv  applicable  to 
the  condition  of  Irelaml.  To  the  .strength  and  thundance  of 
her  natural  resources,  I  feel  proud  in  l)earin^  ample  testi- 
mony; hut  as  these  must  be  estimated  in  relation  to  surrouml- 
ing  states,  it  must  be  confessed  that  she  seems  to  have  been 
destineil  to  be  connected  in  some  measure  with  the  English 
nation.  Though  this  reflection  may  1)e  mortifying  to  our 
national  vanity,  we  should  'be  consoled  Sy  t!.,  consciousnes.s 
that  we  could  securely  repose  under  the  protection  of  the 
British  Empire,  instead  of  bedng  placed  in  the  dottb'ful  posi- 
tion of  Anactorum,  which,  if  we  are  to  credit  tb.  i.  eount  of 
Thucydides,  was  disputed  by  the  contending  claims  of  Corinth 
and  Coreyra, 

This  obvious  principle  has  taken  deep  root  in  the  Irish 
mind.     We  know  that  it  is  the  dispen.sation  of  Providence, 


thnt  line  kiriKiliiiii  .shoiilil  »hiii-i'  tlir  hiIvithi'  or  pnispiToiis  for- 
turi.'S  (>r  iiiiotlii'r.  We  ktidw  tliiit  «nr  fiitr  is  .■oiincrtiMl  with 
Ihiit  iif  Kiiuland.  ami  tliat  in  ••iln-  pence  tl'cm)!'  nIuiII  n»r 
pcHic  he." 

The  in«iiJiii(iiMiiit  n\/.f  i4'  Kuglami.  eoiiipared  h>  Ciinti- 
iielital  Ktates,  as  ivell  as  its  iiearneMii  to  Ireland,  proves  (■oMiillv 
the  advaiitjiKes  of  a  politieal  luiioji  witli  Iridand,  in  on  r  ,') 
lie  aide  to  eope  sueeesst'iilly  ajfainsi  tl.e  eneronehnients  al' 
tfreater  powers.  The  union,  then,  whieh  nature  and  llieir 
Ki^i«raphi<'Hl  positnin  snggist.  in  one  of  mutual  .ju«liee  ami 
protcetion,  •  •  • 

Mrin'n  iMiaMts.  alwve  all  other  nations,  of  the  spirit  ol' 
.instiee  t'l  It  presides  over  nil  her  institutions.  There  is  a  .jus- 
tiee  whieh  not  oid.v  one  iiulividual  is  oblitfed  to  oliserve  to- 
wards another.  Init  hy  whieh  nations  tts)  are  IhiuikI;  and 
prinei|>nlly  the  lejjjsjatorsot'  any  nnpiri'  towards  its  dependant 
eoniie.\ioiis.  The  saeritiee  of  any  portion  of  an  empire,  and 
the  detention  of  those  i-OLriimm  hen.'lits  of  the  Slate,  to  the 
support  of  H^hieh  all  eontriliiite.  is  deemed  hy  Ihe  best  au- 
thorities on  .jiirisprudenee.  an  ai't  of  flaK'nnt  i'n.justiee.  wln'ii 
sueli  1,  sacrifice  i.s  not  ne<'i>s.sary  to  the  iulcests  of  the  whole. 
(In  what  grounds  of  ju.stiee,  then,  can  an  eirtire  nation  lie 
still  ileprived  of  tliose  civil  privileges  tli  '  are  decno'd  the 
liirlli-right  of  a  Hritisli  suli.jeef.  when  all  pretences  on  ac- 

count of  which  those  rights  were  firsit  witl'drawu.  have  long 
since  disappeared?  •  •  •  •  While  Urjtaiu  extends  her  cop - 
merce  over  the  world,  and  diffuses  with  it  the  improveme.its 
of  her  arts,  the  protect i<in  of  her  arms,  and  the  lights  of  her 
literwture,  the  high  character  which  she  affects  for  piety  and 
.iustice  is  tarnished  hy  the  harshness  of  her  treatment  to  this 
(•oiintry.  As  long  as  Ireland  remains  in  her  present  condi- 
tion, the  interference  of  HritaiiL  in  the  concerns  of  other 
countries,  will  be  deemed  less  an  evidence  of  her  h  uumity 
than  her  ambition.  If  she  interposes  in  the  defence  of  an  in- 
jured people,  her  policy  will  be  considere<l  the  result  of  a 
selfish  wish  to  secure  her  distant  possessions,  in  which  .jus- 
tice h.ts  no  .share,  nor  can  she  ever  claim  the  proud  distinc- 
tion of  being  the  avenger  of  freedom,  vhile  the  slavc-v  of  the 
Irish  people  exposes  in  the  e.ves  of  niani:ind  the  *'allii,y  of  her 
pretensions. 

If  is  worthy  of  note  that  when  the  auliiov  of  tlie.se  Letters, 
this  sane  Unionist  and  true  linperiali.sf.  was  nominated  to  till  the 


yiiraiil  Si'i'  of  Tiiam,  tin.  Oov.riiiiii-iit  of  tl„.  dny.  witli  i-liaracttT- 
istic  gatichiTii'.  iliwiHili'licil  .u'liitH  to  Hmw  to  protcsf  aitainitt  the 
H|)|ioiiitin.'iit.  \Vhcri>ii|Hiii  l',)p,.  (Initor.v  XVI  uptly  ri'riiarkiil. 
■In  It  ri.it  dtriiiKfr  that  siinM.  ih,.  piis»iii«  of  tlh'  Catholic  Reli..!'  (till 
you  ari'  j  LcdilliiiK  uion'  thiiii  wit  in  tl^i's.'  matti-rs?" 

Uctw.M'ii  .Mi.cIIal.'  anil  |V,ii-,  — tl,,'  patri.it  atalraiiiaii  and  the 
patriot  visionary— rolls  idni-wt  a  ccntinT  rcipletc  with  I'orccd'iil 
aPKUincntH  and  tVrvid  apju^ala  f,.r  «<'lt-(rov.riiniciit.  fiililc  onlv  !»■. 
cau!!.'  of  till-  atupor  of  the  Hritisl  ilcrnocra.'y  anil  thi'  furor  of  tlif 
llritish  oligarchy,  culininatiny  in  the  challcnjic  IhuucIiimI  last  Easter 

vviM'k— ;i  i-lialU'uce  of  mad ii  if  you  like— to  tlie  (jr.  :,e!(t  Kinjiire 

in  llie  »ii;'ld.  at  the  very  nioinent  of  its  gravest  erisi.s,  upon  the  most 
J'undainental  piirtion  of  its  policy  of  interference  with  the  affairs 

of  the  continent,  na ly,  Kni;latul'«>  claims  to  lie  the  cnampion  of 

small  nationalities. 

So  much  liy  way  of  |>rologuc.  N'ow,  let  the  eurlain  he  raic-il 
on  the  Tragedy  of  Eauter  Week  hy  St.  .foliii  (1.  Krvine,  the  hell- 
known  Duhlin  playwright,  who  ivas  an  interested  hut  iniio,"eirt 
spectator:  - 

One  may  -.auider  why  the  rWiellioii  took  place,  seeing 
that  Home  Rule  had  in  law  heen  eoiK'cded  to  Ireland,  and 
that  the  rish  peojile  were  expressly  excluded  from  the  scope 
of  the  Jlilitaiy  Service  Act.  The  answer  to  such  spei'ulation 
is  that  the  great  majority  of  the  Irish  Volunteers  firmlv  he- 
lieved  that  the  Ftoiue  Rule  Act  umild  he  aMiiulled  after  the 
War.  They  were  ei.nvinc,  I  that  the  Mlieral  Kovernment 
would  ouit  office  on  the  Kiiir  usi.iii  of  leace,  and  he  suceeoded 
hy  a  Conservative  governiii.il  >hich  mid  make  as  little  of 
the  llrine  Rule  A<-t  as  the  (Je  uiaiis 
auteeing  the  neutrality  of  Heljfiiim; 
in  this  h.'lief  liy  the  tone  of  an  olistMiai 
further  factor  was  the  treatment  o" 
(Jallipoli.  where,  although  'hey  hor. 
tliey  were  disregarded  h.\-  the  co.n 
ineomprehensilile  manner.  Oi.e  of  i 
Oallipoli  campaign  is  file  fact  Miai  A 
to  mention  the  names  of  the  Irisli  regii 
part  in  lanuing  on  the  peninsula,  althou  -- 
mention  the  names  of  all  the  other  rcgin, 

The  causes,  then,  which  led  up  to  the  rein  ,      m  wc;.   many  and 
varieil,  brt  the  dominant  cause  was  tliis  •       'iei,,,,     iia(  ,  ,|(.p 


ie  of  the  Treaty  guar- 

*i  they  v'ere  confirmed 

Knglisii  newspaper.  A 

e   Irisli    I'l  -ime.its  in 

h^'ut  ,,;  the  fighting. 

in  a  tli(if'^>uglily 

Mi.j«  features  of  tli-^ 

■il  de  Rohc.  k  forgot 

I    /ts  which  took  heroi-- 

he  reinemberwd  to 

s  concerned  in  it! 


HKiiin  llii>  Knirlixli  «Ii)iitii it  wa»  iilwiit  to  lictray  llic  Irinlj 

pi'oplf.  I  lifloiiif  to  H  wll(>i>l  of  Irixli  Iloiiii'-Iiiili'ni  who  lie- 
lii'Vi"  tli.it  tlif  ili'stiiiifi  of  lirliiiul  mill  KiikIhikI  ill  tlh'  woiM 
iiri'  1I-,  iii»i'|wiiiil(li'  I.N  tlir  ivntiTH  of  till'  I.itTry  iiiul  tlif  Mrnti'v 

ill  tlir  Iriuli  S.ii,  mill  I  il )t  lirlicvi'  ihiit  tiii-si'  NiiHpiiioiiH  of 

KiiBlidli  [iirHil.v  ttiTi'  jii)»tilii'il:  hut  I  inn  riMilily  iiiiiIitsIhiiiI 
ivlij-  iiini  of  mi  iiiipiitiiiit  ti'iiipiTiiiiii'iit,  in  nliow  iiiimlH  tlir 
vvninits  of  their  riiiiiitry  liml  iiiiiili'  mi  imli'lilrlr  impri'imioii, 
Will'  i|iiii'lt  to  HiiKpcct  tri'iii'lii'i-.v  hIkii'  tlii'V  hIioiiIiI  linvf  wen 
only  llii'  pi'tiilaiK'i'  of  iri'i'spoiniilili'  mnl  inipoli'nt  polilii'lmis 
mil)  joiinuiliHlN. 

I  hoikIit  if  .Mr.  Krviiii'  is  of  l\\r  niiiiu'  iiiiinl  ioilay,  vii'ttiiiK  iik 
111'  iiiiiNt  miothi'i'  Imiki'ii  pli'ilui— miothiT  violiiti'd  tri'Hty. 

Tliiwi'  who  wiTi'  in  Hnrkvilli'  Strrit.  at  noon  on  Kasti'i'  Moiiilay. 
I!t|().  writes  HdwarilRi'ilinonil,  nephew  of  the  Irish  Parliaine>iiary 
fii'niler,  witnessiil  a  weiie  ivhieh  for  ilraiiiatie  setting  and  foi  ira- 
iloxical  eoiiieplion  ia  lertainly  the  moHt  extraonliiiary  of  any  of 
the  long  line  of  relielliona  in  Irelainl;  fur  at  a  time  when  it  Keenieil 
aliiioMt  iiniversally  lulniitteil  that  "Separalisiii'"  was  from  an  eeii- 
liomie.  racial  anil  military  point  of  view  impossilile,  there  suildenly 
arose,  withinit  warninn  as  if  from  nowhere,  a  lioily  of  men,  fully 
armed  and  eompletely  or(faiii/.ed,  wlio  within  the  "pace  of  a  sinnle 
hour  had  captured  every  stratejric  jmiiit  in  the  Capitnl,  and  held 
il  up  ill  tlie  name  of  the  new  Repuhlic. 

The  General  I'ost  Office  was  taken  without  a  struKftle  and  inaile 

llead-(|uarters  of  the  Provisional  <ioverniii''"t ;  and  .-resently  ea 

forth  a  herald  who.  from  the  base  of  .Veison's  Pillar,  proclaimed 
the  new  Charter  of  Lilierty.  He  read  it  with  deep  emotion  to  a  pack 
of  mpifthhling  women  and  O'liildren.  emitted  fnim  the  vile  slums  of 
the  city  for  a  riotous  holiday,  and  he  had  hardly  lialftinished  the 
do<'Ument  when  suddenly  there  was  a  crash  foHowed  by  the  sound 
of  breaking  glass.  At  once  the  crowd  turned  nmnd  and  looked  in 
the  direction  whence  it  eaine,  and  one  old  womiin  exclaimed  with 
delight,  "Hoo-roosh!  they're  rnidin'  Nohlet's  Toffee  ShopI" — and 
not  knowing  what  the  Proclamation  was  about,  ami  earing  not  a 
straw  for  King  or  President,  for  English  Uule  or  Irish  Reptihlic, 
the  mob  rushed  at  once  to  partake  in  the  orgy  of  sweet-meats  which 
came  tumbling  oul  into  the  street.  It  was  to  me.  sa.vs  Jlr.  Redmond, 
the  saddest  picture  of  the  whole  revolution — typical  of  much  of  the 
pathos  which  crowned  this  mixture  of  comedy  and  tragedy. 

The  menace  of  pillage  by  such  roisterly  denizens  brought  up- 
on the  scene  early  next  morning  the  proto-martyr  of  Kaster  Week. 


'[•■I"  ' I  walking  himlil.v  tdivanlN  O'Comifll  \hulgi:  .lr..»i».<|  in 

■•iviluin  atliii ,  for  li>'  in,  .,ii|p|irtticiilly. ,.  Moni'.iiiibHlant.  In  iw  Ii»nil 
hf  carrii'ii  ji  hnmlh'  of  t,vp..-writt<-n  pnp.'ix  in  lli..  oflicr  a  lirunli. 
On  III.'  Snntli-O'Urli'U  nion'  •cnl  ho  piist™  onf  of  the  papiTa.  anil 
'f  yon  draw  ni'ar  (luiiiffli  yo      nay  rra'l  IImh 

WliiM  tliciv  iiri'  no  regular  (wjiiT  on  the  Hlrii'tn,  i1  liiM'<nni'ii 
till-  iluty  of  the  iiitizcna  to  poiii-c  the  dtrt'ctn  thomwlveii  ami 
1(1  pri'Vciil  Miicli  K[>aHrn«(lic  IcKiting  an  haa  taken  placo  in  a  few 
Ktri'ctii.  Civiliiins  (imimi  and  women  i  who  are  willing  to  w- 
operate  tliia  end  are  axked  lo  atterpl  at  Wciitmoreland  Chain- 
Ih'Ih  I  ■\- .  Kilen  Hriw. )  M  Hve  o'el  ,.k  till*  (TiieiHlavi  aftcr- 
nouu. 

Francis  Siikkiiy  Skkkfinoton. 

St.  John  Ervine  eontinnes  the  story :— While  I  waH  standing 
ni  the  street  Krannis  Slieehy  .Skirtington  ea.ne  up  to  nie.  lie  had 
half  «  dozen  walking-iitieks  under  his  arn..  and  he  said  to  me:  "I'm 
trying  to  form  a  spwial  eonslalmlary  to  prevent  looting,  you'll  do 
for  one,"  and  he  offered  a  walking-atiik  to  me,  I  looked  at  the  stiek 
and  I  looked  at  the  looters,  und  I  said  ■No."  It  was  eharaeteris- 
tic  of  "Skeffy,"  as  he  was  called  in  Dublin,  that  he  should  'behave 
)ike  that.  The  paeitist  in  him  woukl  not  pennil  him  to  use  foixie 
to  restrain  the  looters,  though  one  might  have  thougiit  the  logician 
in  him  would  have  regarded  a  walking-stiek  as  a  weapon  ;b>it  the 
hero  in  him  eoinpelled  him  for  the  honor  of  his  itountry  to  do  some- 
thing to  ri'strain  them.  (Jn  the  previous  day  he  had  harangued 
them  from  the  top  of  a  tram-ear.  remindjug  them  that  they  were 
Irish,  and  bidding  them  not  to  loot  for  the  sake  of  Ireland's  honor; 
and  they  had  stopped  looting — until  he  had  gone  away.  To-day 
his  pro])osal  was  to  overawe  them  with  walking-stieka.'  Here  in- 
deed, I  eould  not  but  think,  was  Don  (J^ui.TOd'  i-harging  the  wind- 
mills yet  another  time ! 

Poor  Sheehy  Skeffington  was  only  trying  to  do  what  soldiery 
and  eoiista.mlary  were  too  eowardly  to  attempt.  That  same  even- 
ing he  was  taken  hy  a  frenzi-d  military  officer,  and  brutally  mur- 
dered in  Portohello  Rarracks — the  foulest  deed  of  Kaster  Week, 
and  nom-  blaeker  in  all  the  annals  of  Prussianized  Belgium. 

To  the  utter  amazement  of  Dublin  itself  an<l  Mie  outside  world 
as  well,  the  insurgents  for  two  full  days  held  undisputed  possess- 
ion of  the  General  Post  Office  and  other  strategic  points,  although 
clearly  outnumbered  iby  the  troops  then  quartered  in  Dublin  and 
a  large  force  of  Metropolitan  Police, 


On  the  thinl  day  heavj-  reinforcements  of  infantn-  and  artil- 
lery arrived  from  Kngland.  a  gunlwat  ascended  the  Liffey.  and 
martial  law  was  prmdaitned  for  all  Ireland. 

On  the  fourth  day  more  troops  arrived,  and  tlie  rebels  were 
IminlMMl  out  of  some  of  their  .strongholds. 

On  the  fifth  day.  when  he  realized  the  hopelessness  of  his  po- 
sition, the  Pr.>sident  of  the  Provisional  Govemment  issued  a  Bulle- 
tin which  is  well  worth  reading  and  conserving  as  an  official  nar- 
ration of  the  Rise  and  Fall  of  the  Republic  :— 

Head  Quarters.  G.P.O..  Dublin. 

28th  April.  ini6,  ft.liO  a.m. 


The  Forces  of  the  Irish  Republic,  wliicli  was  proclaimed 
in  Dublin  on  Easter  Monday,  24th  April,  have  been  in  posses- 
sion of  the  central  part  of  the  capital  since  12  noon  on  that 
day.  Up  to  yesterday  afternoon  Headquarters  was  in  touch 
with  all  the  main  outlying  positions,  and,  despite  furious  and 
almost  conitinuous  assaults  by  tlie  British  Forces,  all  these 
positions  were  then  still  being  held,  and  the  commandants  in 
charge  were  eonfi.l-nt  of  their  ability  to  hold  them  for  a  long 
time. 

During  the  course  of  yesterday  afternoon  and  evening 
the  enemy  succeeded  in  cutting  our  communications  with  our 
other  po-sitions  in  the  city,  and  Headquarters  is  to-day  isolated. 

The  enemy  has  l)urnt  down  whole  blocks  of  houses,  ap- 
parently with  the  olyect  of  giving  themselves  a  clear  field  for 
the  play  of  artillery  and  field  guns  against  ns.  We  have  been 
liombarded  during  the  evening  and  night  by  shrapnel  and 
machine-gun  fire,  but  nithout  material  damage  to  our  posi- 
tion, which  is  of  great  strength. 

We  are  busy  completing  arrangernents  for  the  final  de- 
fence of  Headquarters,  and  are  determined  to  hold  it  while  the 
buildings  last. 

I  desire  now,  lest  I  may  not  have  an  opportunity  later,  to 
pay  homage  to  the  ^gallantry  of  the  soldiers  of  Irish  Freedom, 
who  have,  during  the  past  four  days,  been  writing  with  fire 
and  .steel  the  -most  glorious  chapter  in  the  latter  history  of 
Ireland.  Justice  can  never  be  done  to  their  heroism,  to  their 
discipline,  to  their  gay  and  unconqnerable  spirit,  in  the  midst 
of  peril  and  death. 


Let  me.  who  liavi-  led  flieiii  iiito  this,  spoak,  in  my  own 
and  in  iny  fellow-oommandors'  numes,  and  in  the  name  of 
Ireland  present  and  to  come,  their  praise,  and  ask  thosi'  wlio 
eome  after  them  to  rememl)er  them. 

For  four  clays  they  have  fought,  and  toiled,  almost  with- 
out cessation,  almost  without  sleep,  and  in  the  intervals  of 
fighiting,  they  have  sung  songs  of  the  freedom  of  Ireland.  No 
man  has  complained;  no  man  has  asked  "why?"  Kach  in- 
dividual has  spent  himself,  happy  to  pour  out  his  strength 
for  Ireland  and  for  freedom.  If  they  do  not  win  the  fight,  thev 
will  at  lea.st  have  deserveil  to  win  lit.  Hut  win  it  they  will, 
although  tliey  may  win  it  in  death.  Already  they  have  won 
a  great  thing.  They  have  redeemed  DnWin  from  many 
shames,  ami  made  her  name  splendi<l  among  the  names  of 
eities. 

If  I  were  to  mention  names  of  individuals,  my  list  would 
'«'  a  long  one. 

1  will  name  nidy  that  of  Oommandant^eneral  James 
Connolly,  eommanding  the  Dulvlin  <Uvision.  He  lies  wound- 
ed, hut  is  still  the  gniding  hrain  of  our  resistance. 

If  we  accomplish  no  more  than  we  have  accomplished,'  I 
am  satisfied.  1  am  satisfied  that  we  have  saved  Ireland's 
honour.  I  am  .sati.sHed  that  we  should  have  accomplished  the 
task  of  entlironing,  as  well  as  proclaiming,  the  Irish  Repuhlic 
as  a  Sovereign  State,  had  our  arrangements  for  a  simultaneous 
rising  of  the  whole  country,  with  a  combined  plan  as  sound 
as  the  DuMin  plan  has  proved  to  l)e.  been  allowed  to  go 
through  on  Easter  Sunday.  Of  the  fatal  countermanding 
order  which  prevented  those  plans  from  being  carried  out  I 
shall  not  speak  further.  Both  Eoin  MacNeill  and  we  have 
acted  in  the  'he.st  interests  of  Ireland. 

For  my  part,  as  to  anything  I  have  done  in  this,  I  am 
not  afraid  to  face  either  the  judgment  of  Grod,  or  the  judg. 
ment  of  posterity. 

(Signed). 

P.  H.  Pearse,  Commandant-General,  Commanding-in- 
Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  Irish  Republic,  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Provisional  Gtovernment. 
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ing  terms':-'""'  ''"•'  ^'  ""^""^  "  «""«"'  ""^""d"  *"  *''«  Wlow- 

In  onlcT  lo  prevent  the  further  slaurKter  of  Dublin  .-iti 

wrroiindiKl  i uul  liopc-lcsslj-  outnumhered,  the  memberg  of  the 
Prov,s.onaUiovern„,ent  present  at  Headquarter^  have  agreed 
to  unvonditional  surrender,  and  the  Commandants  of  th^vl 

(Signed)   P.   H.  Peaiwe. 
29th  April,  1916,  3.45  p.m. 

~,rt.'^''*"  ^^"''"^r''  "'  *'>"'•*'"'  procession,  surrenders  reprisals  de 
portations,  imprisonments,  e.xecntions  ;-and  still  the  Sfn'Jh" 
lem  ot  the  greatest  E„,pire  in  the  world  remains  unsolved       ^ 

The  author  of  the  "The  Crock  of  fJnU"  .„j     »u         ■,  , 
read  :b<x,ks,  Jan.es  Stephens^  whTwas  an  el-whne^"j  Z^f' 
Rr  hr 'T'^  '"^'"•^™  '""^  ''"^''^  of  the  Crown  l^rthle  of  2 

^enttalr  "^r""'"  *  '"f"^  appreciation  of  some  of  Z  ?„s^r 
gent  leaders,  their  aims  and  motives:—  Jnsur- 

The  Insurrection,  he  sayj,  like  all  its  historical  forerun 
lers,  has  been  quelled  in  blood.  It  sounds  rhetoriitd  to  sav  s^" 
but  It  .vas  not  quelled  in  peasoup  or  tisane.  WhSe  it Tagtrd 
the  fighting  was  ver.v  determined,  and  it  is  easily  I  think  Ihe 
most  considerable  of  Irish  rebellions.  '  '  *  ■- 

The  country  was  not  with  it,  for  be  it  remembered  fh».  . 
whole  army  of  Irishmen,  possibty  three  huS  Sand  of 

In  Dublin  a  one  there  is  scawely  a  poor  home  in  which  a 
father,  a  brother,  or  a  son  is  not  serving  in  one  of  the  mL 
fronts  which  England  is  defending,     h! d  the  colt^  hL/ 

'J^'',/r'",l\^""'^"'^  "«  the  Volunteer  dTdn^tS 
could  have  bca,ten  them-well  that  is  a  wild  sta.  ement^he 
heavy  guns  could  always  beat  them-but  from  ^fhaW  anl^e 
Irish  people  consider  this  aflfaar  it  must  appear  to  them  traf  e 
and  .lamentable  bej-ond  expresion,  but  nM  mean  and  not  ut 

It  was  hard  enough  that  our  men  in  the  English  armies 
should  be  slam  for  causes  which  no  amount  of  e"pIa?,Sn 
wil  ever  render  less  foreign  to  us,  or  even  inteSk  W 
that  our  men  who  were  left  should  be  killed  in  Ireland  fig"" 
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iiig  against  tlip  siiiiie  Kiigluncl  that  their  hrothers  are  fighting 
tor  tira  the  question  into  such  knots  of  contradiction  as  we 
may  give  up  trying  to  unravel,  We  can  only  think— this  has 
liapjiened— and  let  it  unhappeii  itself  as  best  it  may. 

We  say  that  the  time  always  finds  the  man,  and  by  it  we 
mean:  tliat  when  a  responsibility  is  toward  there  wall  be 
louii.l  some  shoulder  to  bend  for  the  yoke  which  all  others 
shrink  li-om.  It  is  not  always  nor  often  the  great  ones  of  the 
earth  who  undertake  these  burdens — it  is  usually  the  good 
tolk,  that  gentle  hierarehy  wbo  swear  allegiauee  to  mournful- 
ness  and  the  under  dog,  as  otli,.rs  dedicate  themselves  to  mut- 
ton chops  and  the  easy  nyiiipb.  It  is  not  my  intention  to 
Kleahse  any  of  the  men  who  were  concerned  in  tbis  rebellion. 
Tlieir  country  will,  some  few  years  hence,  do  that  as  adequate- 
ly as  she  has  done  it  for  Ihose  who  went  l>efore  them. 

Tliose  of  tile  leaders  whom  I  knew  were  not  great  men. 
nor  brilliant— that  is  tliey  were  more  scholars  than  thinkers 
and  more  thinkers  tlian  men  of  action ;  and  I  believe  that  in  no 
eapaiMty  could  tliey  have  attained  to  wliat  is  called  eminence, 
nor  do  I  consider  they  <'oveted  any  sucli  public  distinction  as 
is  noted  in  tliat  word. 

Hilt  in  my  definition  tlicy  were  go«l  men — men,  that  is, 
who  willed  no  evil,  and  whose  movements  of  liody  or  brain 
were  unselfish  and  healthy.  No  person  living  is  tlic  worse  off 
for  having  known  Thomas  JIacDonagh,  and  I,  at  least,  have 
never  lieard  JlaeDonafrh  speak  unkindly  or  even  harshly  of 
any  thing  that  lived.  It  lias  lieen  said  of  him  that  his  lyrics 
were  epical ;  in  a  measure  if  is  true  and  it  is  true  in  the  same 
measure  that  bis  death  was  epical.  lie  was  the  first  of  the 
leaders  who  was  tried  and  sliot.  It  was  not  easy  for  him  to 
die  leaving  liehind  two  .young  children  and  a  young  wife,  and 
the  thought  that  his  last  moment  must  have  been  tormented 
by  their  memory  is  very  painful.  We  are  all  fatalists  when 
we  strike  against  power,  and  I  hope  he  put  care  from  him  as 
the  soldiers  marched  him  out. 

The  O'Rahilly  also  I  knew,  but  not  intimately,  and  I  cau 
only  speak  of  a  good  liumour,  a  courtesy,  and  an'energy  that 
never  failed.  He  was  a  man  of  unceasing  ideas  and  unceasing 
speech,  and  laughter  accompanied  every  sound  made  bv  his 
lips. 
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llunkett  and  I'l-arso  I  knew  also,  bm  not  iutimatelv. 
1  oung  I  luiikett,  a-s  he  was  always  called,  would  never  strike 
one  as  a  militant  person.  He,  like  Pearse  and  MaeDonagh, 
wrote  verse,  and  it  wa-s  no  better  nor  worse  than  their's  were 
He  haU  an  appetite  for  quaint  and  difficult  knowledge.  He 
studied  Egyptian  and  SaiwTit,  and  distant  curious  matter  of 
that  sort,  and  wan  interested  in  inventions  and  the  theatre. 
He  was  tried  and  senteiw-HHl  and  shot. 

As  to  Pearse  (who  eonduetetl  a  private  school  for  liovs), 
I  do  not  know  how  to  place  him,  nor  what  to  sav  of  him.'  If 
there  Avas  an  idealist  among  the  men  eoneenied  in  this  insur- 
rection it  was  he,  and  if  there  was  any  person  in  llie  world 
less  fitted  to  head  an  insurrection  it  hils  he  also.  1  never 
could  "touch"  or  sense  in  him  the  qualities  which  other  men 
spoke  of,  and  which  made  him  military  commandant  of  the 
rising.  None  of  tlicse  men  were  magnetiit  in  the  sense  that 
.Mr.  Larkin  is  magnetic,  and  1  would  have  said  that  Pear.se 
was  less  magnetic  than  any  of  the  others.  Yet  it  was  to  liim 
and  around  him  they  clung. 

lien  must  find  some  centre  cither  of  power  or  action  or 
intellect  abopt  H"hich  they  may  group  thems(>lvea,  and  I  think 
that  Pearee  became  the  leader  because  his  temperament  was 
more  profoundly  emotional  than  any  of  the  others  .  II(  was 
emotional  not  in  a  flighty,  but  in  a  serious  way.  and  one  felt 
more  that  he  .suffered  than  that  he  enjoyed. 

He  had  a  power;  men  who  came  into  intimate  contact 
with  him  .began  to  a(rt  differently  to  their  own  desires  and  in- 
terests. His  schoolmasters  did  not  always  receive  their  salar- 
ies with  regularity.  The  reason  that  he  did  not  pay  them 
was  the  simple  one  that  he  had  no  money.  Given  1)y  another 
man  this  explanation  would  be  uneconomic,  but  from  him  it 
was  so  logical  that  even  a  child  could  eompreheiid  it.  These 
masters  did  not  alw;  s  leave  him.  They  remained,  inarvel- 
ling  perhaps,  and  accepting,  even  with  stupefaction,  the 
theory  that  children  must  be  taught,  but  that  no  sui?h  urgency 
is  due  towards  the  i>ayineiit  of  wages.  One  of  his  boys  said 
there  was  no  fun  in  telling  lies  to  Mr.  J'earse,  for,  however 
outrageous  the  lie,  he  always  believed  it.  He  built  and  reno 
vated  and  improved  liis  school  because  the  results  were  good 
for  his  scholars,  and  somehow  he  foniid  builders  to  undertake 
these  forlorn  hopes. 
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It  was  not.  I  think,  that  he  "put  his  trii«t  in  God,"  bill 
thait  when  soirii'thing  hiul  to  lie  done  he  did  it.  and  entirely 
disrpg«rdfd  logic  or  pcoiioriiics  or  fon'i'.  He  said — aueh  a 
thing  haa  to  W  doni-  ami  so  far  as  one  man  can  do  it  I  will  do 
it,  and  ihe  imivid  straiglitawa.v  to  the  tusk. 

It  is  niournfiil  to  think  of  men  like  tliese  having  to  take 
charge  of  tiloo<l.v  and  di'solate  work,  and  one  can  imagine  them 
sa.v.  "Oh  !  eursed  s|>ite."  as  thev  aecepteil  n-sponsihilit.v.  •  •  • 

The  Kntlisli  mind  may  to-day  1m'  enaliled  to  understand 
what  is  wrong  with  n.s.  and  why  through  centuries  we  liave 
been  "disthressful."  Let  them  look  at  us.  I  <lo  not  say 
dhrough  the  fumes  that  are  still  rising  from  our  ruined 
streets,  hiil  through  the  smoke  that  is  rolling  from  the  North 
Sea  to  Switzerland,  and  read  in  their  own  souls  the  .iustifica- 
tion  for  all  our  risings  and  for  this  ri.sing. 

Is  it  wrong  to  say  that  England  has  not  one  friend  in 
Europe  ?  I  say  it.  Her  Allies  of  to-day  were  her  enemies  of 
yesterday,  and  polities  alone  will  decide  what  they  will  be  to- 
morrow. I  say  it,  and  yet  I  am  not  entirely  right,  for  she  has 
one  possible  friend  unless  she  should  decide  that  even  one 
friend  is  e.wessive  and  irks  her.  That  one  possible  friend  is 
Ireland.  1  say.  and  with  a.ssnranee.  that  if  our  national  ques- 
tions are  arranged  there  will  remain  no  reason  for  enmity  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  and  there  will  remain  many  reasons 
for  friendship.  *  •  ' 

I  believe  that  what  is  known  as  the  "mastery  of  the  seas" 
ivill,  when  the  great  war  is  finished,  pass  irretrievably  from 
the  hands  or  the  ambition  of  any  nation,  and  that  more  ur- 
gently than  ever  in  her  histor)'  England  will  have  need  of  a 
friend  .  It  is  true  that  we  might  be  her  enemy  and  might  do 
her  some  small  harm — it  is  truer  that  we  could  be  her  friend, 
and  could  he  of  very  real  assistance  to  her. 

I  have  spokei:  "night  as  a  Canadian  to  Canadians,  and  I 
venture  to  assert  t'  anada  is,  and  the  whole  Empire  ougln  to  be, 
as  deeply  coneernea  .nmit  the  fate  of  Ireland  as  about  the  fate  of 
Serbia,  or  Roumania.  or  Poland,  or  even  Belgium,  after  the  war. 
If  I  err  in  so  asserting,  so  believing,  then  Ireland  is  not  the  only 
small  nationality  within  the  Empire  that  is  to  be  pitded.  If  in  this 
day  of  wrr.th.  this  woeful  day.  we  rest  mere  mourners  over  Ireland 
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in  her  boiulagf.  I  fancy  I  hear  from  hor  torn  lieart  the  prophetM- 
cry:  "  Wwp  not  for  me,  birt  for  yourselves  and  for  your  children." 

Aye,  Ood  save  Ireland,  say  we  alll  Ood  save  Canada  too,  lest 
beguiled  by  some  sinister  "Round  Table"  poliey,  she  surrender 
the  soul  of  nationhood,  and  be  oontent  to  sutiist  a  shrivelled 
Colonial  Dame !  Ood  save  the  Empire  from  the  inflation  of  a  worse 
than  German  "Kultur;"  and  Cfod  save  the  King  in  his  Privy 
Council  (Ihamber  from  tlie  infamous  kiss  of  betrayal  I 


